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Here are the results of the 
Cityw

ide Earthquake Drill!
In this year's citywide earthquake drill,75% of neighborhood associations participated! 

*Also including apartment buildings

On Thursday 17 January, Minoh City ran the 7th annual citywide earthquake drill. This 
time it was on a Thursday, a weekday, but many citizens participated. Thanks to them, 
this year the most number of people ever participated in drills, where they practised 
hanging yellow cloths and check on the safety of their neighbors. 
This is a result of the citizens participation in previous drills and disaster awareness 
activities, as well as the Northern Osaka Earthquake last June. Thank you all for 
participating.  

By participating in the earthquake drill, you are helping 
to minimize damage from a real earthquake! 
Even one more person participating in the drills and practising checking on the safety of 
their neighbors could help to minimize damage from a real earthquake. 
For example, in Fujinomiya City, Shizuoka Prefecture, (which has a disaster management 
agreement with Minoh City) in preparation for the Tokai Earthquake which is expected to 
occur in the near future, nearly all of the neighborhood associations participate in the 
twice-a-year disaster drills and practise checking on people's safety by using the yellow 
cloth strategy. 

　　      In Fujinomiya City, 
　   Shizuoka Precture, (which 
   has a disaster management 
agreement with Minoh City) the 
proportion of neighborhood 
associations that participate in 
the disaster drills 
each year is 
      almost 100%!

Minoh City Shizuoka Prefecture
Fujinomiya City

The East Shizuoka 
Earthquake (March 2011)

The Great Hanshin-Awaji 
Earthquake (January 1995)

In Fujinomiya City, 
In the March 2011 East Shizuoka 
Earthquake (intensity level 
lower 6) there were no deaths 
or heavily wounded people.
There were zero deaths and only 33 
people with minor injuries in the 15 
March 2011 East Shizuoka Earth-
quake, despite having been the same 
size as the Niigata Chuetsu-oki 
Earthquake (15 deaths, 2,346 injured 
people). Such numbers are the result 
of successful use of the yellow cloth 
strategy, and people quickly checking 
on the safety of their neighbors. 

And, in the Great 
Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake... 

77%         were saved          by neighbors 
and acquaintances.

23%          were saved by the fire           department, police,
 self-defence forces.

How people were saved during the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake

of people were saved by 
community connections.Nearly %80

It is impossible for public institutions to save 
everyone if an earthquake or other disaster strikes. 
In the Great Hanshin Awaji Earthquake, only 
around 20% of rescued people were saved by 
emergency services such as the fire department or 
the police. The other 80% were saved by neighbor-
hood associations and community connections. 

We can save more lives by checking the safety of the people around us! 

In preparation for a disaster, make sure you participate in the drill and work together with your neighbors on disaster preparedness activities! 

"We are OK"!After a large earthquake, the sign to say "We are OK"!

The Yellow Cloth Strategy
In Minoh City, we are implementing the Yellow Cloth Strategy in 
order to quickly confirm people's safety. 
After a big earthquake, if everyone in your household is safe, place 
a yellow cloth (a bright yellow cloth that can be easily seen) near 
your entrance. This way you are saying to your neighbours "No 
problem here!"
If there are no yellow cloths we have to knock on every house to 
check if they are alright. If yellow cloths are used, people's safety 
can be checked very quickly, and more lives can be saved. 

Let everyone know your family is safe with a yellow cloth

If everyone inside your house is safe and alright, put a yellow 
cloth (any eye-catching big yellow piece of cloth) in a place 
visible from outside. The cloth is a sign that lets your neighbors 
know that "We are ok!"

At each household
At neighborhood 
associations

At each elem
entary school 

district's evacuation center

 Or from 
your veranda!

Hang it in 
your mailbox!

Or on 
your gate!

Check on the safety of your neighbors by using yellow cloths
Based on your neighborhood's "responsibili-
ties list in case of disaster", the people 
responsible for checking on others' safety go 
and check on the safety of households in the 
neighborhood, looking for yellow cloths. A 
representative should then report the 
findings to an evacuation center.

Gather the safety check results from 
neighborhood associations
At each elementary school district, a 
member of the District Emergency 
Management Committee will 
gather the results of the safety 
checks.

Gather the safety check results from neighborhood associations

*Your evacuation center is the elementary school in 
your school district. (The exceptions are Maple Hall 
instead of Kita Elementary School, and Dai Ni Junior High School 
instead of Kayano Kita Elementary School.)

Essential for every household!
Make sure you have 3 days worth of water and food supplies!

Water

Food
Supply

9 liters × No. of people in household
Each person needs 3 liters of drinking water per day (4 person household= 9 liters × 4 people) Buy a whole 

box and put it 
in storage! 

It's OK to use what you eat everyday!
Please store food that you can eat without cooking. 

Retort food 
(okayu, zosui, stew etc.)
Canned, bottled food

Always keep your fridge and pantry full! Buy lots of groceries, eat the oldest produce first, and buy more as soon as you run out. Always keep a "new stockpile" in your house. 

Thursda
y 

17 Jan

The District Emergency Management 
Committees held many drills at each 
elementary school district's evacua-
tion center! 

A drill was held in the Todoromi Elementary School evacuation 
center, where the participants cooked and distributed actual 
emergency supply food.  
In other school districts, they 
used wooden model 
structures to demonstrate the 
shaking of an earthquake, 
practised using equipment 
used in disasters, and more! 
Many citizens participated in 
these drills. Emergency supply food

Thursda
y 

17 Jan
All public elementary schools ran practice drills for parents to pick up their children!
This year, across all public elementary schools in the city, over 1,100 parents and caregivers 
participated in the practise drills. 
These drills are run so that if an earthquake occurs, children can be safely picked up by their 
parents or caregivers. 
On the day, parents and caregivers practised the routine of checking on childrens safety, 
signing them out, and taking them home. 

Next year’s Citywide Earthquake Drill is on Friday 17 January! Be sure to participate! 


